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Issue #1: 

• Determine who is “emancipated” 
• Provide emancipated minors with 

individual rights 
• Protect emancipated minors from 

improper disclosures 

Considerations: 

How do we handle minors? 



Issue #2: 
do we need when releasing data? 

• What is our 
interest? 
• Use 
• Disclosure 
• Storage 
• Transmission 

• What is the 
relationship? 
• Business associate 
• Trading partner 
• Other sender or 

receiver of data 

What contractual provisions 



Issue #3: business 
associates? 

• HHS and CMS materials 
• Covered entity status 
• Liability 
• Data ownership 
• MCO preference 
• Cost 

Considerations: 

Are MCOs 



Issue #4: How do we handle research? 

• PHI? 
• Member authorization or IRB waiver? 
• Operations? 
• Exception for preparation for 

research 
• Exception for semi-deidentified data? 

Considerations: 



Issue #5: What about the privacy 
notice? 

• Who gets one? 
• Reading level 
• Timing (ALAP) 
• Stagger mailing 
• Translation 
• Ongoing process 

Considerations: 



Other issues: 

• Designated record sets 
• Combining the privacy/security

management function 
• Central management of all

disclosures 
• Tracking 
• Verifying identity 
• On-line training 



Medicaid Privacy Officer’s 
E-mail Discussion Group 

To enroll, send a blank e-mail to: 

join-medipoexchange@listserv.state.ma.us 


